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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, UK, El 

SUBJECT: SDLP EXECUTIVE REAFFIRMS PARTNERSHIP POLICY 

REF: BELFAST 257 

1 . THE EXECUTIVE OF THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC AND LABOUR 
PARTY (SDLP) MEETING IN DUNGANNON, COUNTY TYRONE AUGUST 13 
(A) CRITICIZED THE MAJOR UNIONIST PARTIES FOR SEEKING 
DOMINATION RATHER THAN ACCOMODATION, (B) ACCUSED THE 
LABOUR GOVERNMENT OF PURSUING A LONG-TERM POLICY TOWARD 
INTEGRATION OF THE PROVINCE WITHIN THE UNITED KINGDOM 

(IN EXCHANGE FOR UNIONIST VOTES AT WESTMINSTER) AND 
(C) REAFFIRMED POSITION THAT PARTNERSHIP (IN A DEVOLVED 
GOVERNMENT) WAS THE BEST POSSIBLE SOLUTION TO THE 
PROBLEMS OF NORTHERN IRELAND. IT IS EXPECTED THAT THE 
STATEMENT WILL BE DEBATED FURTHER AT A MEETING OF THE 
PARTY'S EXECUTIVE WITH SDLP MEMBERS OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONVENTION IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

2. THE EXECUTIVE STATEMENT WAS RECEIVED WITH INTEREST IN 
NORTHERN IRELAND POLITICAL CIRCLES, PARTICULARLY IN VIEW 
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OF ITS MILDNESS. PRESS SPECULATION. AROUSED BY AN ARTICLE 
LAST WEEK BY PADDY DEVLIN, HAD CENTERED ON THE PROBABILITY 
THAT THE SDLP WOULD BRAND THE PURSUIT OF POWER-SHARING AS NO 
LONGER A RELEVANT POLICY, DEMAND A STATEMENT OF INTENT 
(TO WITHDRAW) FROM THE BRITISH AND EMPHASIZE SOME NEW 
INITIATIVE TOWARD AN "IRISH DIMENSION." IT APPEARS 
THAT THE PARTY LEADERS (FITT, HUME) ONCE AGAIN HAVE 
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SUCCEEDED IN FENDING OFF THOSE LESS MODERATE (CURRIE, MALLON, 
DUFFY) WHO WOULD SEEK THE DRAMATIC MOVE, PROBABLY OUT OF 
DESPERATION. 

3. THE SDLP HAS FALLEN ON HARD TIMES SINCE THE CONVENTION 
CONCLUDED. IT IS LOSING SUPPORT ON ONE SIDE TO THE 
MARXIST REPUBLICAN CLUBS AND ON THE OTHER TO THE ALLIANCE 
PARTY. MORE MODERATE UNIONISTS HAVE BEEN STIFLED BY SDLP 
REACTION TO THE QUEEN' S VISIT. GERRY FITT HAS SEEN HIS 
INFLUENCE ERODED BY THE ARITHMETIC OF THE LAB/LIB PACT AND 
UNIONIST DECISION NOT TO OPPOSE AUTOMATICALLY THE LABOUR 
GOVERNMENT IN CRITICAL WESTMINSTER VOTES. THE "MOLYNEAUX 
PLAN" FOR A "SUPER-COUNCIL" IS SEEN, PROBABLY QUITE 
ACCURATELY. AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR DEVOLUTION IN THE SHORT- 
TERM. THE IRISH GOVERNMENT IS MUTE ON NORTHERN IRELAND. 

PERHAPS MOST SIGNIFICANT, LOYALIST/UNIONIST PRESSURES FOR 
DEVOLVED GOVERNMENT ARE CURRENTLY MINIMAL. WITHOUT MAJORITY 
DEMANDS TO END DIRECT RULE THERE IS NO INCENTIVE FOR THE 
GOVERNMENT TO SEEK FORMULAE ACCEPTABLE TO THE SDLP. 

SUMMER IS TRADITIONALLY A TIME OF POLITICAL DOLDRUMS IN 
NORTHERN IRELAND HOWEVER. AND MOST POLITICIANS PREDICT A 
QUICKENING IN SEPTEMBER. THIS QUICKENING IS EXPECTED TO 
FOLLOW ALONG THE LINES OF EXPLORING THE RAMIFICATIONS OF THE 
MOLYNEAUX PLAN. UNIONIST PLANS NOW ARE TO OFFER CERTAIN KEY 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS TO THE SDLP. THE SDLP WILL THEN FACE 
REAL CRISES OF ORGANIZATION AND CREDIBILITY. 
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